
 

 
 

Pierce County Board of Commissioners 
Public Hearing 

705 College Avenue, 2nd Floor, Blackshear, GA 31516 
May 6, 2025, 5:45 p.m. 

 
 

      Commissioners in attendance                                        Neal Bennett, Chairman  
                      Troy Mattox, District 1 
                    Randy Dixon, District 3  
               David Lowman, District 4  
 
       Commissioner not in attendance                                       Graham Raley, District 2 
 
       Staff in attendance                                   Raphel Maddox, County Manager 
                                                                                                                                 Donna Golding, County Clerk  
                                 Adam Craft, County Attorney 
                                        
 

 
1. Call to order-Chairman Neal Bennett called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. 
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance-Commissioner David Lowman led the 

invocation and Commissioner Troy Mattox led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Dan Hodges requests to rezone Parcel # 041A-024, .57 located at 3590 Hwy 32, 

Bristol, Ga. 31518, from Multi-Family to Commercial for a business.  The Joint 
Planning Advisory Board recommended approval-Chairman Neal Bennett asked the 
audience if there was anyone in opposition to this rezone request.  No one spoke in 
opposition to the rezone.  Chairman Neal Bennett then asked if there was anyone in 
the audience for the rezone request.  No one spoke for the rezone.   

4. Adjournment-Chairman Neal Bennett adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m. 
 
 
 

               ____________________________                           _____________________________ 
               Neal Bennett                              Randy Dixon 
               Commission Chairman                                                  Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
               ____________________________                             _____________________________                     
               Troy Mattox                                                           David Lowman 
               Commissioner, District 1                                                Commissioner, District 4 
 
 
               ____________________________                             _____________________________ 
               Graham Raley                               Donna Golding     
               Commissioner, District 2                                      County Clerk 



 

 
   

                                                                   
 

Regular Meeting 
705 College Avenue, 2nd Floor, Blackshear, GA 31516 

May 6, 2025, 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
      Commissioners in attendance                                        Neal Bennett, Chairman  
                      Troy Mattox, District 1 
                    Randy Dixon, District 3  
               David Lowman, District 4  
 
       Commissioner not in attendance                                       Graham Raley, District 2 
 
       Staff in attendance                                   Raphel Maddox, County Manager 
                                                                                                                                 Donna Golding, County Clerk  
                                 Adam Craft, County Attorney 
 
 

1) Call to order-Chairman Neal Bennett called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2) Invocation Leader-Pastor Isiah Brown, Ministers at Warren Grove Apostolic 
Deliverance Church in Savannah  

 
3) Pledge of Allegiance Leader-Jack Golub, Has served as a Sgt. in the Army National 

Guard for the last 5 years, has been deployed to Iraq.  Jack has worked for the PC 
Office of the Sheriff for the last 4 years.  He is married to Ciara Golub, she is an EMT 
with PC EMS and they have one daughter named Mallory. 

 
4) Any addition or deletion to May 6, 2025, Agenda-There were no additions or 

deletions to the agenda. 
 

5) Approval of May 6, 2025, Agenda-Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to 
approve the May 6, 2025, agenda.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried. 

 
6) Approval of Minutes from April 1st Public Hearing and April 1st Regular Meeting-

Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the April 1st Public Hearing 
and Regular Meeting minutes.  Commissioner David Lowman seconded the motion.  
The motion carried. 

 
7) GRPA Track and Field State Discus Champion 14U-Dathan Thornton-Recreation 

Director Maureen Brown and Coach Constance Drew spoke to the Commission and 
audience about the outstanding sportsmanship of Dathan Thornton.  Stating he 
threw 106’5” in the discus state competition.  Winning overall.  The Commission 



 

presented Dathan Thornton with a trophy to congratulate him and to say job well 
done.  

  
8) Discussion and action to approve the rezone of Parcel # 041A-024, .57 located at 

3590 Hwy 32, Bristol, Ga. 31518, from Multi-Family to Commercial-Chairman 
Bennett stated that during the public hearing, no one spoke for or in opposition of 
this.  Chairman Neal Bennett then asked for a motion from the board to approve the 
rezone.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the rezone parcel # 
041A 024 from multi-family to commercial.  Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried. 
 

9) Discussion and action of presentation presented by Joshua Larkey, Georgia Circuit 
Public Defender-Joshua Larkey asked the Commission to approve receiving less of a 
refund at the end of the calendar year to help supplement pay for a full-time 
investigative position with the District Attorney’s Office.  It was asked that the 
county pay $16,962.91of the $26,454.67 estimated refund for the 2024 calendar 
year.  That leaves the 2024 calendar year refund amount $9,491.76.  This one-time 
payment will cover the counties part of a full-time investigator for 3 years.  The full-
time position will start July 1st, 2025.  Commissioner David Lowman made a motion 
to approve the request from Public Defender Joshua Larkey.  Commissioner Randy 
Dixon seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
10) Discussion and action on Carter and Sloope Contract for the Recreation 

Department-Chairman Neal Bennett asked for a motion to approve the contract 
with Carter and Sloope.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the 
contract with Carter and Sloope.  Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion.  
The motion carried. 

 
11) Discussion and action to surplus vehicles  

 

 
  
 Commissioner Troy Mattox made a motion to approve adding everything listed to  
 Surplus vehicle property list.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.   
 The motion carried. 
 

12) Executive Session-Chairman Neal Bennett asked if the Commission needed to go 
into Executive Session.  County Manager Raphel Maddox stated the need to into 



 

Executive Session is to discuss personnel. Commissioner Randy Dixon made a 
motion to go into Executive Session at 6:25 p.m.  Commissioner David Lowman 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Troy Mattox made a motion to come out Executive Session at 6:40 
p.m.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

  
13) Adjournment-Chairman Neal Bennett adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

               ____________________________                           _____________________________ 
               Neal Bennett                              Randy Dixon 
               Commission Chairman                                                  Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
               ____________________________                             _____________________________                     
               Troy Mattox                                                           David Lowman 
               Commissioner, District 1                                                Commissioner, District 4 
 
 
               ____________________________                             _____________________________ 
               Graham Raley                               Donna Golding     
               Commissioner, District 2                                      County Clerk 
 


