Public Notice of Appeal
July 8, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.
NFC Building
705 College Ave. 2" Floor
Blackshear, GA 31516

Commissioners in attendance Neal Bennett, Chairman
Troy Mattox, District 1
David Lowman, District 4

Staff in attendance Raphel Maddox, County Manager
Donna Golding, County Clerk
Adam Craft, County Attorney

Staff not in attendance Graham Raley, District 2
Randy Dixon, District 3

1. Callto order-Chairman Neal Bennett called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2. Invocation and Pledge- Commissioner David Lowman led the invocation.
Commissioner Troy Mattox led the pledge of allegiance.

3. APPEAL-Discussion and action on the appeal by LN8 Energy and Tony Waters for the
denial of a conditional use permit located at 1199 Cason Road, Blackshear, Tax/Map
Parcel #012-011A-Chairman Bennett turned the meeting over to LN8 Energy and Mr.
Tony Waters. Attorney Kenneth Futch walked to the podium and called Eric Su to
answer questions. Attorney Kenneth Futch asked Mr. Eric Su to state where he lived
and who he was employed by. Mr. Eric Su stated he lived in McDonough and was
employed by LN8 Energy. Attorney Futch asked if it was a Georgia LLC. Mr. Su
stated yes, itis a Georgia registered company. Attorney Futch asked if all his
companies were in the state of Georgia and if they all had individual LLC’s. Mr. Su
stated they were all owned by LN Compute in Soperton, Ga. Attorney Futch
presented to the board a packet and asked them to look at exhibit E. Attorney Futch
asked Mr. Su where he was from. Mr. Su stated that he is from China. Attorney
Futch asked Mr. Su how long he has lived in the United States. Mr. Su stated he has
lived in the United States for 13 years. Attorney Futch asked what his legal status
was. Mr. Su stated he is here with a green card. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he
was planning on getting his citizenship. Mr. Su stated he hoped to be by the end of
this year. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he has had conversations and/or
interactions with the county government regarding this project. Mr. Su stated that
he has. Attorney Futch then presented exhibit C, a timeline of events according to
Mr. Su. Mr. Su stated the first time was on January 26 of 2024 he checked with the
county to ask about a shipping container and what kind of permit he would need.
Attorney Futch asked who he spoke to. Mr. Su stated that he spoke at the front desk
and was told it was okay with a shipping container, and he didn’t need a building



permit. Inthe same year, June 6, 2024, Mr. Su stated that he went to the county
office again to confirm he didn’t need to rezone. On July 23, before signing the
leasing agreement he stated he had come back to the county office to verify that he
didn’t need a permit. On November 5, 2024, Mr. Su applied for the septic permit.
Mr. Su applied to the state for the storm water permit. On November 20, 2024, Mr.
Su stated he received a stop work order. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he had been
told during any other time while speaking with the county government, “ No” , you
couldn’t do this project, couldn’t go forward,” would he continue? Mr. Su
responded, “No. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su after this if he had any other
encounter with the county government after the stop work order. Mr. Su stated he
started communicating with the county to see how the situation and problem could
be solved. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he had tried communicating with the
churches in the community. Mr. Su stated that he had spoken with a couple of the
church members and neighbors to invite them to look at his site in Bacon County.
Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he had any other communication with the church. Mr.
Su stated that he was going to go to the church on a Wednesday, but unfortunately,
he was uninvited and was asked to leave. Mr. Su stated that a member of the church
told him it’s due to him being Chinese. Attorney Futch asked if this was a Chinese
company and Mr. Futch stated it was a Georgia owned company. Attorney Futch
then presented exhibit C, again, the timeline. Mr. Futch stated he would like to call
Mr. Tony Waters to speak. Mr. Waters is leasing the property to Mr. Su. Attorney
Futch asked Mr. Waters about communication with the county. Mr. Waters stated
the first communication was going to the county office to get a 911 address so that
Mr. Su would be able to apply for his permits and whatever else was needed. Mr.
Waters stated the address was issued on the spot. Attorney Futch proceeded to ask
if there was any other communication between him and the county. Mr. Waters
stated there were no more until the stop work order was given. Once again exhibit C
was presented. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if prior to the stop work order had he
spent a substantial amount of money. Mr. Su stated, “Yes”. Attorney Futch stated
he is referring to exhibit B. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if exhibit B shows the money
that was spent on this project. Mr. Su stated, “Yes”. Attorney Futch asked how
much of his expenditures are unrecoverable. Mr. Su said that with a construction
cost of $415,000.00, leveling and groundwork at $ 280,000.00, and a surveying
report combined with a few other items totaling $180,000.00. Attorney Futch stated
itis about $870,000.00. Mr. Su stated, “Yes”. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su that if this
project doesn’t move forward will he be able to get any of this money back. Mr. Su
responded by saying no. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he would have spent this
money if he knew it wouldn’t be approved. Mr. Su stated, “No”. Attorney Futch
asked if he was told there were no problems with the county. Mr. Su stated, “Yes”.
Attorney Futch asked again to look at exhibit B. Attorney Futch asked to speak
about the environmental footprint of the project, asking if it has any water run-offs.
Mr. Su stated, “No”. Attorney Futch asked if there was any exhaust from this. Mr. Su
stated that it is only water. Attorney Futch stated that there are no fossil fuels, it’s all
electric. Attorney Futch asked about a company doing a noise study. Mr. Su stated
yes, they recorded for 1 hour at different distances. Concluding thatitis only 55
decimals of noise, it sounds like a dishwasher. Attorney Futch presents exhibit D
asking Mr. Su how much he spent on this project. Mr. Su stated he spent 3.4 million.
Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su how much in property tax the county would receive. Mr.
Su stated that the county would receive $34,000 annually. Attorney Futch stated
that this uses an extreme amount of power. Attorney Futch asked how many
computers were on site. Mr. Su stated there are 2,525 computers on site.



Attorney Futch asked about how much the average power bill is. Mr. Su stated that
for one month it would be $460,000.00. Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he was
exempt from paying sales tax. Mr. Su responded by saying, “No”. Attorney Futch
states that 4% of that will go to local government with 1% of this going to
transportation totaling $220,000.00 going to the county. Mr. Su stated he hopes the
county reconsiders and approves to move this project forward. Attorney Futch
stated to Mr. Su, you are going to lose a million dollars, and you were led to believe
there were no problems moving forward. Mr. Su stated, “yes”. Attorney Futch then
asked if there were any questions.

Chairman Neal Bennett stated that he had a few questions. Chairman Bennett
stated that according to the timeline, 10/23/24 Mr. Su came in and acquired about
placing a shipping container on a piece of land. The county informed Mr. Su that
permits were not required to place a shipping container on a piece of land. Crypto
Mining was not mentioned by Mr. Su. Chairman Neal Bennett stated that there is a
difference in one shipping container and 14 or 16. Mr. Su stated he spoke to the
front desk again. Chairman Neal Bennett stated he could not confirm that.
Chairman Neal Bennett stated that he, Mr. Raphel, or anyone in here can put a
shipping container on their property. Stating that probably not in the city limits but
in the county you can. Chairman Neal Bennett stated he didn’t think Mr. Su supplied
all information up front. Attorney Futch asked Chairman Neal Bennett if that was
from personal knowledge or did somebody tell him. Chairman Neal Bennett stated
that is through records that are kept through the county office. Chairman Neal
Bennett asked if Commissioner Lowman or Mattox had any comments. Attorney
Futch asked Mr. Su if he ever stated he had one shipping container. Mr. Su stated,
“No”. Chairman Neal Bennett asked Mr. Su about his project in Coffee County and
how it was going. Mr. Su stated he is stillin communication with them. Chairman
Neal Bennett stated that it was a good thing. Chairman Neal Bennett asked if a work
stop order was issued in Coffee Co. Mr. Su stated, “Yes”. Chairman Neal Bennett
asked Mr. Su, “Why, did Coffee Co. issue this?” Mr. Su stated that they had to issue
permits. Chairman Neal Bennett asked Mr. Su if they have planning and codes over
there too. Mr. Su stated, “Codes had to be checked.” Chairman Neal Bennett
stated, “That is not the case in Bacon Co., they don’t have planning and codes.”
Attorney Futch stated, “Yeah, we don’t have that.”

Attorney Futch thanked the Board of Commissioners, stating that is all that he has.

Chairman Neal Bennett asked Mr. Futch if he had anyone else that would like to
speak. Attorney Futch stated, “No, that was it.”

Chairman Neal Bennett stated the board would have a discussion. Commissioner
Troy Mattox stated that he doesn’t see where anything has changed since the
previous meeting and makes a motion to deny the appeal. Commissioner David
Lowman seconded the motion to deny the appeal. The motion carried. The appeal
has been denied.

Listed below are LN8 Energy Exhibits A-E



LN Energy: Tax and Revenue Benefit to Local Government:
Total site investment of $3.4 million, which would generate approximately :

$34.000.00 in annual property taxes for the local government

Each machine including shipping is valued at $2,500, with $2,520 machines annual
property tax on the equipment would be:

$ 63,000.00 annually to the local government

$460,000 average monthly electricity bill - 4% county sales tax contributes
approximately
$220,000 annually to the local government.

Total approximate annual revenue for at least 3 years:

Exhibit "A"

LN Energy Hearing: Expenses that are not recoverable:

Mobile Data Center container: $1.65 million

Transformer: $270,000 .00

High Voltage Construction: $415,000.00. (gone/ cannot be reused)
(Satilla REA confirms this was paid to them)

Low Voltage Construction: $150,000.00

Construction & leveling costs: $280,000.00. (gone)

Water Supply Equipment: $200,000.00

Network Construction: $ 90,000.00

Camera: $40,000.00

Mobile Office and warehouse: $125,000.00

Misc expenses
(Permits, site surveys, fencing etc : $180,000.00 (gone)

Exhibit "B"



TIMELINE - LN ENERGY HEARING

01/26/2024: LN Energy - Introduced the project with the county government, confirmed
that the container for the mobile data center can be placed, and the building permit only
requires a design drawing

04/01/2024: Tony Waters- begins discussion with LN Energy on use of his property for
project.

06/06/2024: LN Energy - Introduced the project and confirmed with the county
government that rezoning is not required

06/08/2024: Tony Waters - went to code office and applied for the 911 address from the
local government, Spoke to LINDSAY THOMAS. She issued that on the spot. Lindsay
discussed the reason for the new address was bitcoin mining. They did not discuss
permitting or zoning at that time.

07/23/2024: LN Energy -Confirmed with the county government for the second time that
rezoning is not required, only the building permit document is required (per Tony
Waters, that should actually say “septic permit")

09/12/2024: LN Energy and Tony Signed the land lease agreement

09/22/2024: LN Energy - Confirmed the design drawing

10/02/2024: LN Energy - Obtained the state stormwater permit NOI

10/14/2024: LN Energy - Started construction

11/05/2024: LN Energy -Submitted the septic tank permit

11/20/2024: LN Energy - Stopped construction

When we confirmed the rezoning situation with the county government, it was only
verbal information.

We went to the front desk staff to confirm it.

Tony Waters - same date - called Chris Bond's cell phone at 2:23 pm got no answer.
Tony Waters - same date- called the Code Dept. at 2:35 no answer

Tony Waters - same date - called Code Dept talked to Lindsay Thomas and she said
Chris Bond was not in and would give him message to call him back. Never called back

11/25/2024: Tony Waters - called commissioner David Lowman at 5:06 pm and
discussed issue with him on the stop work order and told him Chris Bond Would not

Exhibit "C"



return his calls. He said he would look into it and call Tony back, and would tell Chris
Bond to call him as well. Never called back.

12/02/2024 Tony Waters- called David back at 11:25 am to let him know no one has
returned his call.

12/02/2024 Tony Waters- 11:41 am David called him back to discuss project further.
12/05/2024: Tony Waters - 12:55 pm Chris bond called Tony back and told him all was
needed was for LN Energy to pay the $400 for the permit and they would be good to go,
no mention of having to go before the Planning and Board of Comm to rezone or
conditional use permit .

12/05/2024 possibly 12/ 12/ 2014) : Tony Waters - monthly meeting asked all of them in
person spoke to David Lowman, Neal Bennett and Ralph Maddox about the stop work
order and that no one has ever told him or LN Energy about zoning issues. (Eric with
LN Energy was present. Tony on phone). Laid out whole project answered all
questions.

Commission asked for a privacy fence to be put up and the trees be planted which they
agreed to . No indication of any other problem.

Tony Waters states he did not speak to anyone until the planning meeting that they
would not recommend to the Board that the request for the use permit be issued,
because they said they did not have enough information.

LN Energy: Since the construction is not completed yet, we cannot pay property tax.
If the construction can be completed this year, we think the government will collect
property tax from January 1, 2026

Arpeggio

1947 Aspen Drive, NE

Atlanta, Georgia 30345

ARPEGG] (404) 277-6528 (DIRECT)
c ICE AUDIGVISUAL CHNOLOG (404} 417-0100
) JEhnert@ArpeggiolLC.com

March 13, 2025

Mr. Eric Su = " n n
i, Exhibit "D
Alma, Georgia X ]- ]-

Re: LN Energy 8 New Lacy Site Noise Survey
Dear Eric;

We have completed our environmental noise survey at the New Lacy LN Energy B data mining site
located at 31°32'45.0"N, 82°22'26.7"W near Alma, Georgia and offer this summary report.

INTRODUCTION AND INVESTIGATION

We performed a noise survey at the site between approximately 12:13 pm and 1:28 pm Tuesday,
March 11, 2025, to assess existing sound levels produced by the cooling towers located on the
site. Four time-synchronized and calibrated Larson-Davis sound level meters were deployed at
four different locations on the site. In each case, the meter was located atop a tripod with
windscreen affixed. During the survey, the temperature was 69 °F, relative humidity was 36%,
there was no precipitation and winds were generally below 5 mph.

The sound level meters were set for slow response and were configured to log several metrics
every second and every minute. These metrics included the broadband equivalent A-weighted
sound level (L.qa) and the octave and third octave band equivalent sound level, Le,. The equivalent
sound level, L, is defined as the steady sound level that, over a given time period, has the same
sound energy as the actual varying sound level and can be thought of as the “average” sound level
over that time period. The A-weighting modifier indicates the application of a spectral filter to
replicate human sensitivity to noise at moderate levels and is the basis of many noise ordinances.
The measurement equipment is identified in Table 1. All equipment was field calibrated upon
deployment and calibrations were checked upon retrieval with a Larson-Davis model CAL200
acoustic calibrator (SN 18679).



Table 1 - Equipment Identification (All Equipment Larson-Davis)

Meter ID SLM Micraphone Preamp
N1 Model 831 Model PCB 377B02 Model PRM831
Seral Number 4734 Serial Number 331531 Serial Number 071209
N2 Model LxT2 Model 375A02 Model PRMLxT2
Serial Number 2175 Serial Number 10128 Serial Number 12005
W1 Model 831 Model PCB 377B02 Model PRMB31
Serial Number 4575 Serial Number 308817 Serial Number 058420
W2 Model LxT2 Model 375A02 Model PRMLxT2
L Serial Number 2176 Serial Number 10129 Serial Number 12006
LN Energy 8 Arpeggio
Page 2

As shown in Figure 1, on both the north and west side of the site, a meter was located
approximately on axis with the center of the grouping of the fourteen cooling towers and
approximately 50’ from the extended edge of the nearest tower. This put Site N1 right at the fence
line and Site W1 approximately 8' outside the fence line. Sites N2 and W2 were placed 50’ further
from meters N1 and W1. Figures 2 and 3 show photographs of the meters in position.

Figure 1 - Sound Level Monitoring Sites



Figure 3 - Meter W2 (Foreground) and W1 (Circled in Background), Looking East



LN Energy 8 Arpeggio
Page 4

RESULTS

Figure 4 shows the one-minute L., logged every minute at the four sites. The dominant contributor
to the sound level at each site was operation of the cooling towers. Over the course of the survey,
various cooling towers started and stopped operation as dictated by cooling needs, however, it
appeared that a majority of the cooling towers were in operation at any given time throughout the
survey. Figure 1 does indicate the slight impact of a backup alarm from a nearby forklift at 12:38.
Additionally, a truck came to retrieve a dumpster from the south side of the site between 12:45
and 12:50, however, this did not yield a measurable increase in sound level at any of the sites.
Given the aforementioned, the sound level at each site was very consistent. Ignoring the slight
impact of the forklift backup alarm, the sound level at the two near sites (N1 and W1) varied
between 61,5 dBA and 63.4 dBA. The sound level at the two far sites (N2 and W2) varied between
55.3 dBA and 58.1 dBA.
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Figure 4 - One-Minute Equivalent A-Weighted Sound Level (L.,, dBA) Measured on Site,
Tuesday, 3/11/25

Whereas Figure 4 shows Le, (average) sound levels each minute over the course of the survey,
Table 2, below, shows the L., (average) levels over the course of the entire 1-hour measurement
period at each site,



LN Energy 8 Arpeggio
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Table 2 - One-Hour L., (Average) Broadband Sound Levels

Site Leq(dBA)
N1 62.5
N2 57.2
w1 62.3
W2 56.4

Please feel free to contact me at 404-277-6528 if you have any questions or need additional
assistance.

Qo 4 $—

Jesse J. Ehnert, INCE Bd. Cert.
Arpeggio, LLC
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Listed below is the county timeline of events.

1198 Cason Road, Blackshear

Bitcoin Mining Facility

Owner: Tony Waters

Company: LN energy 8 ; represented by Eric Su.

*10/23/2024- Mr. Eric Su inquired at the Board Office in reference to permit requirements for
placing a shipping container on a piece of land. We informed him that permits are not required
for placing a shipping container on property. Cryptomining was not mentioned by Mr.Su.

*11/1/2024- Septic tank was applied for. Septic tank needed for mobile office.

*11/18/2024- Received a phone call from a citizen in reference to slabs being poured on site.
*11/19/2024- A site visit was conducted and a Stop Work Order was issued on the property.
*11/20/2024- A rezone application was sent to Mr. Su.

*12/12/2024-A Conditional Use application was sent to Mr.SU.

*12/13/2024- Mr. Su paid for the Conditional Use application.

*12/16/2024-Mr.Su requested permission via email to unpack and inspect one container and
one cooling tower for inspection. His request was approved by County Manager.

*12/26/2024-Notice of Public Hearing Sign was posted on property. Several Antspace mines
and cooling towers were unpacked and placed on site.

*12/30/2024- Septic tank permit was approved and issued.

*1/2/2025- A well permit was applied for.

*1/14/2025- Notice of Public Hearing sign updated for BOC Meeting date and time.
*1/13/2025- Planning Commission denied Conditional Use permit application.

*1/27/2025- Site visit conducted after citizen complaintin reference to work being performed.
* 2/11/2025- Board of Commissioners denied Conditional Use permit application.

* 2/18/2025- Ms. Jennifer Carver requested an appeal; appeal set for 3/19/2025

* 3/17/2025- Mr. Kenneth Futch requested a meeting prior to the appeal
* 3/18/2025- Mr. Kenneth Futch requested to extend the appeal date

*5/21/2025- Ms.Jennifer Carver sent a formal letter of appeal



Neal Bennett
Commission Chairman

Troy Mattox
Commissioner, District 1

Graham Raley
Commissioner, District 2
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4. Adjournment- Chairman Neal Bennett adjourned the meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Randy Dixon
Commissioner, District 3

David Lowman
Commissioner, District 4

Donna Golding
County Clerk



