
 
1 

 
 

Public Notice of Appeal 
July 8, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. 

NFC Building 
705 College Ave. 2nd Floor 

Blackshear, GA 31516 
 
 

      Commissioners in attendance                                        Neal Bennett, Chairman  
                      Troy Mattox, District 1 
               David Lowman, District 4  
 
       Staff in attendance                                   Raphel Maddox, County Manager 
                                                                                                                                 Donna Golding, County Clerk  
                    Adam Craft, County Attorney 
 
        Staff not in attendance                                                                                    Graham Raley, District 2 
                   Randy Dixon, District 3 
 

1. Call to order-Chairman Neal Bennett called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

2. Invocation and Pledge- Commissioner David Lowman led the invocation.  
Commissioner Troy Mattox led the pledge of allegiance. 

3. APPEAL-Discussion and action on the appeal by LN8 Energy and Tony Waters for the 
denial of a conditional use permit located at 1199 Cason Road, Blackshear, Tax/Map 
Parcel #012-011A-Chairman Bennett turned the meeting over to LN8 Energy and Mr. 
Tony Waters.  Attorney Kenneth Futch walked to the podium and called Eric Su to 
answer questions.  Attorney Kenneth Futch asked Mr. Eric Su to state where he lived 
and who he was employed by.  Mr. Eric Su stated he lived in McDonough and was 
employed by LN8 Energy.  Attorney Futch asked if it was a Georgia LLC.  Mr. Su 
stated yes, it is a Georgia registered company.  Attorney Futch asked if all his 
companies were in the state of Georgia and if they all had individual LLC’s.  Mr. Su 
stated they were all owned by LN Compute in Soperton, Ga.  Attorney Futch 
presented to the board a packet and asked them to look at exhibit E.  Attorney Futch 
asked Mr. Su where he was from.  Mr. Su stated that he is from China.  Attorney 
Futch asked Mr. Su how long he has lived in the United States.  Mr. Su stated he has 
lived in the United States for 13 years.  Attorney Futch asked what his legal status 
was. Mr. Su stated he is here with a green card.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he 
was planning on getting his citizenship.  Mr. Su stated he hoped to be by the end of 
this year.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he has had conversations and/or 
interactions with the county government regarding this project.  Mr. Su stated that 
he has.  Attorney Futch then presented exhibit C, a timeline of events according to 
Mr. Su.  Mr. Su stated the first time was on January 26 of 2024 he checked with the 
county to ask about a shipping container and what kind of permit he would need.  
Attorney Futch asked who he spoke to.  Mr. Su stated that he spoke at the front desk 
and was told it was okay with a shipping container, and he didn’t need a building 
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permit.  In the same year, June 6, 2024, Mr. Su stated that he went to the county 
office again to confirm he didn’t need to rezone.  On July 23, before signing the 
leasing agreement he stated he had come back to the county office to verify that he 
didn’t need a permit.  On November 5, 2024, Mr. Su applied for the septic permit.  
Mr. Su applied to the state for the storm water permit.  On November 20, 2024, Mr. 
Su stated he received a stop work order.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he had been 
told during any other time while speaking with the county government, “ No” , you 
couldn’t do this project, couldn’t go forward,” would he continue?  Mr. Su 
responded, “No.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su after this if he had any other 
encounter with the county government after the stop work order.  Mr. Su stated he 
started communicating with the county to see how the situation and problem could 
be solved.   Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he had tried communicating with the 
churches in the community.  Mr. Su stated that he had spoken with a couple of the 
church members and neighbors to invite them to look at his site in Bacon County.  
Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he had any other communication with the church.  Mr. 
Su stated that he was going to go to the church on a Wednesday, but unfortunately, 
he was uninvited and was asked to leave.  Mr. Su stated that a member of the church 
told him it’s due to him being Chinese.  Attorney Futch asked if this was a Chinese 
company and Mr. Futch stated it was a Georgia owned company.  Attorney Futch 
then presented exhibit C, again, the timeline.  Mr. Futch stated he would like to call 
Mr. Tony Waters to speak.  Mr. Waters is leasing the property to Mr. Su.  Attorney 
Futch asked Mr. Waters about communication with the county.  Mr. Waters stated 
the first communication was going to the county office to get a 911 address so that 
Mr. Su would be able to apply for his permits and whatever else was needed.  Mr. 
Waters stated the address was issued on the spot.  Attorney Futch proceeded to ask 
if there was any other communication between him and the county.  Mr. Waters 
stated there were no more until the stop work order was given.  Once again exhibit C 
was presented.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if prior to the stop work order had he 
spent a substantial amount of money.  Mr. Su stated, “Yes”.  Attorney Futch stated 
he is referring to exhibit B.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if exhibit B shows the money 
that was spent on this project.  Mr. Su stated, “Yes”.  Attorney Futch asked how 
much of his expenditures are unrecoverable.  Mr. Su said that with a construction 
cost of $415,000.00, leveling and groundwork at $ 280,000.00, and a surveying 
report combined with a few other items totaling $180,000.00.  Attorney Futch stated 
it is about $870,000.00.  Mr. Su stated, “Yes”.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su that if this 
project doesn’t move forward will he be able to get any of this money back.  Mr. Su 
responded by saying no.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he would have spent this 
money if he knew it wouldn’t be approved.  Mr. Su stated, “No”.  Attorney Futch 
asked if he was told there were no problems with the county.  Mr. Su stated, “Yes”.  
Attorney Futch asked again to look at exhibit B.  Attorney Futch asked to speak 
about the environmental footprint of the project, asking if it has any water run-offs.  
Mr. Su stated, “No”.  Attorney Futch asked if there was any exhaust from this. Mr. Su 
stated that it is only water.  Attorney Futch stated that there are no fossil fuels, it’s all 
electric.  Attorney Futch asked about a company doing a noise study.  Mr. Su stated 
yes, they recorded for 1 hour at different distances.  Concluding that it is only 55 
decimals of noise, it sounds like a dishwasher.  Attorney Futch presents exhibit D 
asking Mr. Su how much he spent on this project.  Mr. Su stated he spent 3.4 million.  
Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su how much in property tax the county would receive.  Mr. 
Su stated that the county would receive $34,000 annually.  Attorney Futch stated 
that this uses an extreme amount of power.  Attorney Futch asked how many 
computers were on site.  Mr. Su stated there are 2,525 computers on site.   
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Attorney Futch asked about how much the average power bill is.  Mr. Su stated that 
for one month it would be $460,000.00.  Attorney Futch asked Mr. Su if he was 
exempt from paying sales tax.  Mr. Su responded by saying, “No”.  Attorney Futch 
states that 4% of that will go to local government with 1% of this going to 
transportation totaling $220,000.00 going to the county.  Mr. Su stated he hopes the 
county reconsiders and approves to move this project forward.  Attorney Futch 
stated to Mr. Su, you are going to lose a million dollars, and you were led to believe 
there were no problems moving forward.  Mr. Su stated, “yes”.  Attorney Futch then 
asked if there were any questions. 

Chairman Neal Bennett stated that he had a few questions.   Chairman Bennett 
stated that according to the timeline, 10/23/24 Mr. Su came in and acquired about 
placing a shipping container on a piece of land.  The county informed Mr. Su that 
permits were not required to place a shipping container on a piece of land.  Crypto 
Mining was not mentioned by Mr. Su.  Chairman Neal Bennett stated that there is a 
difference in one shipping container and 14 or 16.  Mr. Su stated he spoke to the 
front desk again.  Chairman Neal Bennett stated he could not confirm that.  
Chairman Neal Bennett stated that he, Mr. Raphel, or anyone in here can put a 
shipping container on their property.  Stating that probably not in the city limits but 
in the county you can.  Chairman Neal Bennett stated he didn’t think Mr. Su supplied 
all information up front.  Attorney Futch asked Chairman Neal Bennett if that was 
from personal knowledge or did somebody tell him.  Chairman Neal Bennett stated 
that is through records that are kept through the county office.  Chairman Neal 
Bennett asked if Commissioner Lowman or Mattox had any comments.  Attorney 
Futch asked Mr. Su if he ever stated he had one shipping container.  Mr. Su stated, 
“No”.  Chairman Neal Bennett asked Mr. Su about his project in Coffee County and 
how it was going.  Mr. Su stated he is still in communication with them.  Chairman 
Neal Bennett stated that it was a good thing.  Chairman Neal Bennett asked if a work 
stop order was issued in Coffee Co.  Mr. Su stated, “Yes”.  Chairman Neal Bennett 
asked Mr. Su, “Why, did Coffee Co. issue this?”  Mr. Su stated that they had to issue 
permits.  Chairman Neal Bennett asked Mr. Su if they have planning and codes over 
there too.  Mr. Su stated, “Codes had to be checked.”  Chairman Neal Bennett 
stated, “That is not the case in Bacon Co., they don’t have planning and codes.”  
Attorney Futch stated, “Yeah, we don’t have that.”   

Attorney Futch thanked the Board of Commissioners, stating that is all that he has. 

Chairman Neal Bennett asked Mr. Futch if he had anyone else that would like to 
speak.  Attorney Futch stated, “No, that was it.” 

Chairman Neal Bennett stated the board would have a discussion.  Commissioner 
Troy Mattox stated that he doesn’t see where anything has changed since the 
previous meeting and makes a motion to deny the appeal.  Commissioner David 
Lowman seconded the motion to deny the appeal.  The motion carried.  The appeal 
has been denied. 

 

Listed below are LN8 Energy Exhibits A-E 
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Listed below is the county timeline of events. 
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4. Adjournment- Chairman Neal Bennett adjourned the meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

 
               ____________________________                           _____________________________ 
               Neal Bennett                              Randy Dixon 
               Commission Chairman                                                  Commissioner, District 3 
 

 

               ____________________________                             _____________________________                     

               Troy Mattox                                                           David Lowman 
               Commissioner, District 1                                                Commissioner, District 4 
 

  

               _ ___________________________                                      _____________________________ 

               Graham Raley                               Donna Golding     
               Commissioner, District 2                                      County Clerk 
 

 

 


