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Pierce County Board of Commissioners
July 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
NFC Building
705 College Ave. 2" Floor
Blackshear, GA 31516

Commissioners in Attendance Neal Bennett, Chairman
Troy Mattox, District 1

Graham Raley, District 2

David Lowman, District 4

Commissioner Not in Attendance Randy Dixon, District 3

Staft in Attendance Raphel Maddox, County Manager
Adam Craft, County Attorney
Donna Golding, County Clerk

Call to Order-Chairman Neal Bennett
Invocation Leader-Commissioner David Lowman

Pledge of Allegiance Leader-County Manager Raphel Mattox; 20 Year Army Veteran,
Retired as First Sergeant, Senior Human Resources Specialist

Any addition or deletion to July 8, 2025, Agenda-Commissioner David Lowman
asked to remove #13: Introduction of the GRPA District 2 Champion 14 U girls’
softball to August 5, 2025, meeting. Stating most of the softball players are out of
town for summer break. Commissioner Graham Raley made a motion to approve

change. Commissioner David Lowman seconded the motion. The motion

carried.

Approval of July 8, 2025, Agenda- Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to
approve the July 8, 2025, agenda. Commissioner Graham Raley seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Approval of Minutes from 06/03/25 Public Hearing, 06/03/25 Regular Meeting,
06/10/25 Public Hearing, and 06/10/25 Called Meeting- Commissioner David
Lowman made a motion to approve all the minutes listed. Commissioner
Graham Raley seconded the motion. The motion carried.

. Public Comments

e Ala Mae Myles —would like for the county to repair her road-Ms. Myles spoke
of the large holes in her road and would like for the county to fix them. She
started asking the county for help back in 2021. Ms. Myle stated that if an
emergency vehicle needed to get down that road, that would be impossible.
She stated she was told she would need to get approval from the board to
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e accept herroad. Ms. Myles got together a petition from people wanting to
sign the road over to the county. Inthe February 2022 meeting Ms. Myles
presented her case to the board and the board denied accepting her road as
a county road. The county road did agree to improve the road at the county
right of way. Chairman Neal Bennett asked Ms. Myles if the road is private.
Ms. Myles responded by saying, “Only because you said it was.” Chairman
Neal Bennett asked if Ms. Myles receives mail at her house. Ms. Myles stated
that she receives mail through a P.O. Box in town.

e Stephanie Bell- Presenting the “State of the Pierce County Family Address”
(this is done annually)-Ms. Stephanie Bell presented the board with a packet
titled Georgia Kids County containing health and safety, education, healthy
children, thriving communities, and children in school statistics. Ms. Bell
gave the two following websites for anyone wanting to look up the statics
themselves: gafc.org/data-definitions and datacenter.kidscount.org

Introduction of the GRPA District 2 Champion 14 U girls’ softball-voted on and
moved to the August 5, 2025, meeting.

Introduction of Media Intern Jessica Nolasco (Raphel Maddox)-Mr. Maddox stated
the county is pleased to have Ms. Nolasco on board this summer.

Discussion and action to appoint/reappoint a Southern Georgia Area Agency on
Aging Advisory Council Member. Stephanie Bell’s appointment is comingto an end
but would like to serve another 3 years-Commissioner David Lowman made a
motion to reappoint Stephanie Bell as the Southern Georgia Area Agency on
Aging Advisory Council Member. Commissioner Graham Raley seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Discussion and action to approve the replacement of Dale Neely with the PCIDBA.
Mr. Neely has gotten a promotion and has moved to Tallahassee.

e Recommendation for his replacement is: James Weathersby-County
Manager Raphel Maddox stated Mr. Weathersby lives in Blackshear and owns
many businesses, one of them being The Roost in Blackshear. Mr. Maddox
states he will be a good addition to the board.

e Tyrone Harris’ 5-year term as being on the PCIDBA Board is up for
reappointment and has stated he would like to continue his seat on the
board for another 5-year term. The term starts January 1,2025 and ends
December 31, 2029.

Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to appoint James Weathersby to
the PCIDBA and to reappoint Mr. Tyone Harris’ to another 5-year term.
Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Discussion and action to approve the agreement of the PC BOC to participate in the
cost of personnel, travel and variable expenses for Unison Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities to the extent of $7,500.00 for 1 year-Commissioner
David Lowman made a motion to approve the $7,500.00 to Unison Behavioral
Health for another year. Commissioner Graham Raley seconded the motion.

The motion carried.

Discussion and action to approve a temporary property tax relief for eligible
standing timber located on a disaster area in Pierce County resolution. (Trees Act).



Commissioner Troy Mattox made a motion to approve the resolution for
temporary property tax relief for eligible standing timber located in a disaster
area in Pierce County. Commissioner Graham Raley seconded the motion. The

motion carried.

RESOLUTION FOR TEMPORARY PROPERTY TAX
RELIEF FOR ELIGIBLE STANDING TIMBER LOCATED
IN ADISASTER AREA IN
PIERCE COUNTY
2025.07.08

WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 1, Paragraph 11I(h) of the Constitution of Georgia
and Code Section 48-5-33.1 authorize counties, consolidated governments, cities, and
county or independent boards of education, which are located in whole or in part within a
certain disaster area, to grant temporary property tax relief for certain eligible timber
property;

WHERFAS, the Board of Commissioners of Pierce County is an eligible governing
authority under Code Section 48-5-33.1(a) because Pierce County is located in whole or in
part within an area designated for public assistance or individual and public assistance pursuant
to the Federal Emergency Management Agency FEMA-4830-DR Georgia disaster declaration as
of November 4, 2024;

WHEREAS, Pierce County contains eligible timber property as such term is defined
in Code Section 48-5-33.1(a)(4);

WHEREAS, pursuant to Code Section 48-5-33.1(c), the granting of such temporary
tax relief by Pierce County for county ad valorem taxes is contingent upon the adoption of
a resolution by the Board of Commissioners of Pierce County;

WHEREAS, Code Section 48-5-33.1(f)(1) requires the State Forestry Commission to
establish a certification form to be used by taxpayers and Pierce County shall not process
any request for such temporary tax relief without having received a valid certification from
the taxpayer seeking such relief; and

WHEREAS, Pierce County desires to provide such temporary tax relief in conformity
with the requirements of state law:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of
Pierce County that:

(1) Pierce County is declared a jurisdiction that contains eligible timber property;

(2) The Board of Commissioners of Pierce County consents to the grant of the
temporary tax relief authorized under Code Section 45-5-33.1;

(3) Taxpayers seeking such tax relief shall complete and submit the certification form
established by the State Forestry Commission pursuant to Code Section 48-5-33.1(f)
to the Board of Commissioners and Tax Commissioner of Pierce County, and only
those certification forms which are complete, including all required information shall
be deemed valid and accepted by the eligible governing authority;



(4) The levy and collection of Pierce County ad valorem taxes which would otherwise
be imposed pursuant to Code Section 48-5-7.5 during the final quarter of 2024 or
any quarter during 2025 is waived for validly certified eligible timber property;

(5) Pursuant to Code Section 48-5-33.1(¢), the Tax Commissioner of Pierce County is
hereby directed to facilitate the refund of any taxes paid pursuant to Code Section
48-5-7.5 for eligible standing timber on validly certified eligible standing timber
property during the final quarter of 2024 or during any quarter of 2025, in the same
manner as otherwise provided under Code Section 48-5-380;

(6) If taxes have been levied, but not collected, pursuant to Code Section 48-5-7.5 on
validly certified eligible standing timber property during the final quarter of 2024 or
during any guarter of 2025, the Board of Commissioners hereby waives the payment and
collection of such taxes. The Pierce County Tax Commissioner is hereby requested to
provide each such taxpayer with an updated tax bill reflecting that such amount is no longer
due, as required by Code Section 48-5-33.1(¢);

(7) No temporary tax relief shall be provided to a taxpayer unless and until the
applicable requirements of Code Section 48-5-33.1 have been met and the taxpayer
has submitted a valid certification form for eligible timber property.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Pierce County Board of
Commissioners is hereby directed to provide a copy of this approved and executed

Resolution to 1) the Pierce Count issioner; 2) the County Board of Tax
Assessors; 3) the Chief Appraiser; 4) the State Forestry Commission; and 5) the Georgia
Department of Revenue.

This Resolution shall become effective _ July 8, , 2025.

SO RESOLVED this 8" day of July, 2025, by the Board of Commissioners of Pierce

County, Georgia.
]ﬂm >
Chairpe¥son '
ATTEST:
Oy pchd &mﬁrh i
County Clerk

19. Discussion and action to add to the surplus list:
e 2002 Chevrolet 1500 -VIN # 1GCEC14X432172803 (Road Department)
e 2008 Ford F150 VIN # 1FTRF12W08KD27687 T18 (Road Department)

Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to add the 2002 Chevrolet 1500 -VIN

#1GCEC14X432172803 and 2008 Ford F150 VIN # 1FTRF12W08KD27687 to the
surplus list. Commissioner Graham Raley seconded the motion. The motion
carried.

20. Discussion and action to add FLOST to the Nov. 4™, 2025, election ballot-County
Manager Raphel Maddox explained what FLOST is and how it will be used.
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The Floating Local Option Sales Tax (FLOST)_in Georgia is a new sales tax that
can be levied up to 1 percent and collected county-wide. It is named for its

relation to the floating homestead exemption. By creating a new exemption to

the two-penny local sales tax limit under state law, local governments can hold a
future referendum for a FLOST if the homestead exemption referendum is
approved and all local governments that tax property choose not to opt out

Chairman Neal Bennett asked County Manager Raphel Maddox if he knew of any
other tax being on the November ballot. County Manager Maddox stated that there

will be no other tax on the November ballot.

Commissioner Troy Mattox made a motion to move forward and add this to the

November ballot. Commissioner David Lowman seconded the motion. The

Motion carried.

Discussion and action to approve additional funds of $14,500 going towards the
ongoing PE support for CSX on the Gilman Rd rehabilitation project-Commissioner
David Lowman stated he is not at all happy with having to pay more money for
something that should have been completed already. Commissioner Lowman
made a motion to approve paying the $14,500.00 towards the Gilman Rd. project.

Discussion and action to appoint 3 people to the Library Board

e Austin Burgess- County Manager Raphel Maddox stated he had one name to
present to the PC BOC for the PC Library Board. Commissioner David

Lowman made a motion to approve adding Austin Burgess to the PC

Library Board. Commissioner Graham Raley seconded the motion. The

motion carried.

County Manager’s Report- County Manager spoke on the closing of RR tracks behind
Farr’s Furniture and stated he was working with CSX to have an emergency plan due
to this being the only way in or out for the residents that live behind there. The

County Manager stated Rec Desk is up and going for all the parents and kid’s needs.

Executive Session-No executive session was needed

Adjournment-Chairman Neal Bennett asked for a motion to adjourn.
Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to adjourn at 6:50 p.m.

Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Neal Bennett
Commission Chairman

Graham Raley
Commissioner, District 2

David Lowman
Commissioner, District 4

Troy Mattox
Commissioner, District 1

Not In Attendance

Randy Dixon
Commissioner, District 3

Donna Golding
County Clerk
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