Pierce County Board of Commissioners
705 College Avenue, 2™ Floor, Blackshear, GA 31516
October 07, 2025, 5:30 p.m.

Public Hearing

Commissioners in attendance Neal Bennett, Chairman
Troy Mattox, District 1

Not in attendance Graham Raley, District 2

Randy Dixon, District 3

David Lowman, District 4

Staff in attendance Raphel Maddox, County Manager
Staff in attendance Lana Blankenship, Deputy County Clerk

Adam Craft, County Attorney
Chris Bond, Code and Zoning

Public Hearing

1. Callto order-Chairman Bennett called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance-Commissioner Dixon led the Invocation.
Commissioner Troy Mattox led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Discussion- Vertical Bridge requests Conditional Use on Parcel #028-009, on Hwy
32, Mershon, for development and equipment installation of a wireless
communication tower facility. The Planning Commission recommended approval.
Chairman Neal Bennett asked if anyone was opposed to the rezone. There were
none. Chairman Neal Bennett asked if anyone wanted to speak in favor of the
rezone. John Birthfeild of 10700 W Higgins Rd, Rosemont, IL 60018. T-Mobile
addressed the board and said the purpose of the tower is to expand T-mobiles
service to Pierce County.

4. Discussion- David Bowers requests to rezone Parcel #036-064U, 4.78 acres at 6051
Chapel Drive, Blackshear, from Multi-Family to Agriculture/Forestry to keep farm
animals. The Planning Commission recommended approval. Chairman Neal
Bennett asked if anyone was opposed to the rezone. There were none. Chairman
Neal Bennett asked if anyone wanted to speak for the rezone. David Bowers of 6051
Chapel Rd, Blackshear, Ga. 31516 said he wanted to help his family keep farm
animals.

5. Discussion-Larry Turner requests to rezone Parcel #046-014, 2 acres at 4793 Turner
Lane, Blackshear, from Agriculture/Forestry to Light Industrial to manufacture tiny
homes. The Planning Commission recommended approval. Chairman Neal Bennett
asked if anyone opposed to the rezone. There were none. Chairman Neal Bennett



asked if anyone wanted to speak for the rezone. Larry Turner of 4829 Turner Lane,
Blacksher, GA 31516, addressed the board of the change would benefit his family in
starting a business.

6. Discussion-An Ordinance to Amend the Code of Pierce County, Georgia, Providing
Regulations for Cryptocurrency and Data Mining. Chairman Neal Bennett asked if
anyone wanted to speak about the ordinance. Donna Thomas of 6871 Tanglewood
Dr., Blackshear, Ga. 31516 addressed the board of her concerns that the ordinance
should prohibit cryptocurrency all together. Donna Thomas concern of the county
may be forced by the federal government to allow cryptocurrency if the county does
not have an ordinance prohibiting cryptocurrency.

7. Discussion-An Ordinance to Amend the Code of Pierce County, Georgia, as
Amended, for the Purpose of Setting Standards for Solar Energy Systems, Battery
Energy Storage System, and for Other Purposes. Chairman Neal Bennett asked if
anyone opposed to the Solar Energy System ordinance. Jarrett Danials of NexEra
Energy Resources, 700 Universe BLVD, Juno, FL 33408, addressed the board of two
elements of the ordinance. Jerrett Danials stated that the 1,000 foot buffer and the
2% County land cap in the ordinance would inhibit the growth of Solor Power. Victor
Gonzalez of 5233 Dixon Rd, Blackshear, GA 31516 addressed the board of his
concern that if the batteries storage was depleted it would pull power from the
power grid. Chris Bond of Pierce County codes address his concern and stated that
it would not pull power from the power grid.

8. Adjournment. Chairman Neal Bennett adjourned the Public Meeting at 5:47 PM

Neal Bennett Randy Dixon

Commission Chairman Commissioner, District 3

Troy Mattox

Commissioner, District 1

Not in Attendance

Graham Raley

Commissioner, District 2

David Lowman

Commissioner, District 4

Lana Blankenship

Deputy County Clerk



