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Pierce County Board of Commissioners 
Public Hearing Minutes 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 5:45PM 
 
Commissioners in Attendance    Neal Bennett, Chairman 
        Harold Rozier, District 1 
        Mike Streat, District 2 
        Randy Dixon, District 3 
        David Lowman, District 4 
Staff in Attendance                  Franklin Rozier, County Attorney 
       Jason Rubenbauer, County Manager 
        Amy Hitt, County Clerk 
 

1. Call to Order – Chairman Bennett called the public hearing to order at 5:45 PM. 
 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner David Lowman gave an invocation and 
Commissioner Mike Streat led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

3. Road Closing Request from Jan Saunds to close a portion of Smiley Street that is in the County. – 
Lindsay Thomas, Zoning Administrator shared that Ms. Saunds requested that Smiley Street from 
Highway 32 to Lucas Street be closed. They own both sides of the street and they wish to be able to 
farm that land. The request was posted and advertised as required. Ala Mae Myles stated that she 
doesn’t want the road closed. 

 
Chairman Bennett adjourned the public hearing at 5:54 PM. 
 
 

Pierce County Board of Commissioners 
Regular Meeting Agenda  

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 6:00 PM 
 

Commissioners in Attendance    Neal Bennett, Chairman 
        Harold Rozier, District 1 
        Mike Streat, District 2 
        Randy Dixon, District 3 
        David Lowman, District 4 
Staff in Attendance                  Franklin Rozier, County Attorney 
       Jason Rubenbauer, County Manager 
        Amy Hitt, County Clerk 
 

1. Call to Order – Chairman Bennett called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 
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2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Randy Dixon gave an invocation and 
Commissioner Harold Rozier led the pledge of allegiance. 

 
3. Approval of Agenda  
 

Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner 
David Lowman seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes 

a. Regular Meeting, September 7, 2021 
 

Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 7, 2021 
regular meeting as presented. Commissioner David Lowman seconded the motion and all voted 
aye. Motion was approved. 
 

5. Presentation of a Proclamation to Celebrate the 100th Birthday of Jacob Lloye Davis, Jr. Jason 
Rubenbauer, County Manager read the proclamation and presented it to Mr. Davis with his family 
and the commissioners. 

 
A Proclamation 

In Celebration of the 100th Birthday of Jacob Lloye Davis, Jr. 
 

On behalf of the Pierce County Board of Commissioners, I would like to acknowledge and celebrate Jacob Lloye Davis, 
Jr.  
WHEREAS, he was born to Lloye and Cassie James Davis on October 6, 1921 as the 7th of 10 children. He enjoyed 
growing up with his brothers and sisters, playing and working on the family farm. 
WHEREAS, he was raised in, and became a member of Beulah Baptist Church.  He attended Alabaha School. He 
graduated in a class of 28 from the old high school, now known as the NFC building. 
WHEREAS, after graduation, he moved to Virginia where he worked in the Navy shipyard until a draft notice came in 
1943. He served in the US Navy and spent 9 months aboard the USS Intrepid. After World War II ended, he came home 
to Blackshear. While on a blind, double date, with one of his friends, Jacob met the love of his life, who just happened 
to be his friend’s date.  He took a chance and called her the next day. He has been married to Janell (Jenny) Henderson 
Davis for almost 75 years now. Lucky for Jacob the other guy was too short, according to Jenny. 
FURTHERMORE, the Davis’ have 5 children, Jay Davis, Jerry Davis, June Davis, Joy Strickland O’Gorman and Jane Davis 
Callahan. They have 11 grandchildren and 22 Great grandchildren. Jacob spent his adult life farming, in Pierce County. 
He served as a deacon in Beulah Baptist Church and he served on the Board of Education in the late 70’s and 80’s.  
THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, that October 6, 2021 is a time celebrate Jacob Lloye Davis, Jr. on his 100th Birthday 
and wish him much happiness and continued health.  
Humbly and respectfully submitted on this 5th Day of October 2021. 
    _________________________                           
Neal Bennett, Chairman 
Pierce County Board of Commissioners 
 

6. Presentation of National 4-H Week Proclamation and recognition of some local 4-H’ers. Willie 
White III shared his experience with 4-H and how the program has helped shape and develop his 
life. Kaley Robbins shared a little about how her time in 4-H has helped her grow. Billie Ann King, 
4H Agent shared a little about the programs in Pierce County and that its so much more than 
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agriculture. She also shared the appreciation of the support that comes from the Commissioners 
and the community as a whole. Jason Rubenbauer, County Manager read the proclamation and 
assisted the Commissioners in presenting it to the 4-H’ers present.   

 
 
7. Public Comments 

a. Carol Hunter – Deplorable condition of Boyette Rd, Mershon, GA. Stated that the condition 
of Boyette Rd is horrible. The whole road is washed out and there are 2 spots that have 
water across the whole road. There are only ditches in small areas. The entire road needs 
ditches and some pipes need to be put in the road. Billy at the Road Dept told me he would 
be there this week and he was there but the road needs more attention than just grading. 

b. William D Lowman – Dirt Roads . Stated that the roads are in the worse shape they have 
ever been in. No pipes, not ditches they are horrible. Would hate to have to travel the dirt 
roads at night as public safety. Doesn’t want to be a complainer all the time but would like 
to know if there is a record of the number of pipes installed annually and the location. Also 
we should be clipping the shoulders more to keep water off the roads. 
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8. County Manager Report 

 
Financial Report & County Manager Report 

 
October 5, 2021 

 
 

• Financial Report as of 08/31/2021 

a. Revenues continue to trend in a positive direction with $8.7 of projected $9.8 million collected 

b. Total expenses are performing under budget  

 
• County Manager’s Report 

 
a. Departmental updates: 

 
i. Public Works 

1. Riverwoods Drive has been paved 

2. Timber Lane is set to be paved in the next couple of weeks 

3. Red Stone, Mulligan, Cardinal, & Bluebird paving project are set to begin near the end of October 

4. Pre-Construction Conference for the final three roads took place last Wednesday. Construction is set to 
begin within the next four to five weeks 

 
ii. Fire/EMA 

1. Pierce County Fire was awarded the ACCG Employee Safety Grant in the amount of $2,500 which has been 
used to assist in covering the expenses of: 

a. One (1) set of structure gear 

b. Forty-eight (48) PAC 2 Carbon Hoods 

c. Twenty (20) pairs of structural gloves 

d. Thirty-five (35) public safety vests 

e. Thirty (30) traffic safety cones 

 
b. Current and Upcoming Projects 

i. Evaluation and determination to redraw the voting districts to ensure that all voters have an equal voice in all 
countywide, state, and national elections 

ii. Hazard Mitigation Plan – nearing the final stages 

iii. Local Option Sales Tax negotiations between the unincorporated county and all qualified municipalities (required within 
two years of each census 

iv. Pierce County Five-Year Comprehensive Plan 

 
9. Discussion and Request to approve a request from Jan Saunds to close a portion of Smiley Street 

that is in the County. Lindsay Thomas restated that the request to close Smiley Street from 
Highway 32 to Lucas St is from Ms. Saunds who owns both sides of the street. They want to close 
the street to be able to farm more of the property. Request was properly posted and advertised.  
 
________________________________________ 
   PIERCE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISISONERS 
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    AGENDA REQUEST - INTERNAL    
________________________________________ 
All items requiring action by the Commissioners must be filed in the Clerk’s office by 12 Noon on the Wednesday prior 
to the first Tuesday regular monthly meeting.  All agenda requests must be reviewed and approved by the Chairman of 
the Board. 
 
DATE:  September 16, 2021 
 
TO: Pierce County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM: Lindsay Thomas, Zoning Administrator 
 
RE: Road Closing of Smiley Street 
 
FOR MEETING DATE: July 6, 2021 
 
STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  Jan Saunds request to close Smiley Street, Patterson. Ms. Saunds and family own the farm on 
both sides of Smiley Street. No one uses this street and it splits the farm.  
 
Please attach any supporting documentation which you would like to present to the Board of Commissioners: 
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Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the request to close Smiley Street from 
Highway 32 to Lucas Street and deed the property to the family. Commissioner Randy Dixon 
seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
 

10. Discussion and Request to approve Intergovernmental Agreement between the Pierce County 
Board of Education, Pierce County Board of Commissioners and the Pierce County Extension/4-H 
for use of an area at 4850 County Farm Rd, Blackshear for the 4-H S.A.F.E. Shooting Sports. 
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Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between 
the Pierce County Board of Education, Pierce County Board of Commissioners and the Pierce County 
Extension/4-H for use of an area at 4850 County Farm Rd, Blackshear for the 4-H S.A.F.E. Shooting 
Sports. Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
 
11.  Discussion and request to approve Intergovernmental Agreement between the Pierce County 

Board of Education and the Pierce County Board of Commissioners for the reciprocal use of 
facilities for sports activities.   
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Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement 
between the Pierce County Board of Education and the Pierce County Board of Commissioners for 
the reciprocal use of facilities for sports activities. Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion 
and all voted aye. Motion was approved.  
 

12. Discussion and Request to approve a resolution authorizing the Southern Georgia Regional 
Commission as the designated official to submit application for the GDOT Transit 5311 program on 
behalf of Pierce County for the FY2023 funding cycle. 
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Commissioner Mike Streat made a motion to approve the resolution authorizing the Southern 
Georgia Regional Commission as the designated official to submit application for the GDOT Transit 
5311 program on behalf of Pierce County for the FY2023 funding cycle. Commissioner Randy Dixon 
seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
 

13.  Discussion and request to approve Resolution 2021.10.05.01 to authorize the purchase of cyber 
security upgrades for $9,745.00 from the ARPA Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION OF PIERCE COUNTY 
TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF ITEMS FROM THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS 

2021.10.05.01 
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has identified a lack of sufficient funds to address the need for cyber security items; and 
 
WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plan Act funds are designated to help with the economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has a need to improve the cyber security firewall for the County to ensure that 
operations will continue; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has chosen to purchase the Sophos Cyber Security Firewall for all county buildings at a 
price not to exceed $9,745.00 to ensure protection of all county computers and electronic information; and   
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has received funds from the American Rescue Plan Act to make these types of purchases; 
 
THEREFORE, be it resolved that Pierce County Board of Commissioners authorizes the purchase of the Sophos 
Cyber Security Firewall from Trinity Network Consulting for no more than $9,745.00 from American Rescue Plan 
Act funds. 
 
SO RESOLVED this 5th day of October, 2021. 
____________________________   ________________________  
Neal Bennett, Chairman     Harold Rozier, District 1 
____________________________   ________________________ 
Mike Streat, District 2     Randy Dixon, District 3 
____________________________ 
David Lowman, District 4                                                        _________________________ 

ATTEST (County Clerk-Seal) 

Commissioner Harold Rozier made amotion to approve Resolution 2021.10.05.01 as presented. 
Commissioner Mike Streat seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved.  

  

14. Discussion and request to approve Resolution 2021.10.05.02 to authorize the transfer $433,624.00 
from the ARPA Funds to the General fund for specific purchases. Chairman Bennett asked Santo 
Nino, Fire Chief to share a little about the equipment to be purchased. The radios will allow all of 
the public safety and road department to communicate with 911 especially during extreme 
emergency situations. The SCBAs will update us from the 1981 units that we are currently using. 
The new SCBAs will give us points in the ISO review that we are currently going through and the 
new ones should easily last 15 – 25 years. 
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RESOLUTION OF PIERCE COUNTY 

TO AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND 
2021.10.05.02 

 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has identified revenue loss in the general fund under the American Rescue Plan Act 
calculations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plan Act funds are designated to help with the economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has a need to reimburse the general funds for the purpose of expenditures; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has chosen to make a purchase of 40 Self Container Breathing Apparatus’ for the Fire 
Departments of the county in an amount not to exceed $340,000.00; and   
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has chosen to make a purchase of 80 Portable Kenwood Radios – compatible with our current 
E911 radio system for all Public Safety and Road Department equipment in an amount not to exceed $59,936.00; and   
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has chosen to make a purchase of a drone from Vector Solutions to be utilized by the Office 
of the Sheriff and other county departments as needed; and   
 
WHEREAS, Pierce County has received funds from the American Rescue Plan Act to make these types of purchases; 
 
THEREFORE, be it resolved that Pierce County Board of Commissioners authorizes the transfer of $433,624.00 from 
American Rescue Plan Act funds for the above referenced purchases. 
 
SO RESOLVED this 5th day of October, 2021. 
____________________________    ________________________  
Neal Bennett, Chairman     Harold Rozier, District 1 
____________________________    ________________________ 
Mike Streat, District 2      Randy Dixon, District 3 
____________________________ 
David Lowman, District 4     _______________________ 

ATTEST (County Clerk-Seal) 
 

Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve resolution 2021.10.05.02 as presented. 
Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
 
15. Discussion and request to approve recommendations for purchases from the Fire Chief and the 

Sheriff. 
a. 40 SCBA’s from MECO $340,000.00 
b. 80 Kenwood Radios from Monroe Communications $59,936.00 
c.  Drone from Vector Solutions $33,688.00 

 
 Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the recommended purchases as presented 
from MECO, Monroe Communications and Vector Solutions. Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the 
motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
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16. Discussion and request to approve recommendation from Fire Chief on the replacement of the 
existing fire pump and fire pump motor at the Courthouse for the fire suppression system from Star 
Fire Sprinklers, Inc. Santo Nino, Fire Chief asked the Commission to approve the replacement of the 
fire pump and fire pump motor for the Courthouse from Star Fire Sprinklers at $16,525.00. 

 
Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the request to approve the purchase form Star 
Fire Sprinklers for $16,525.00. Commissioner David Lowman seconded the motion and all voted aye. 
Motion was approved.  

 
17. Discussion and request for permission to add a modular unit to the Head Start Center, at no cost to 

the County, for the purpose of meeting space and other special needs by Action Pact. 
 
Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to approve the request from Action Pact to be allowed to 
add a modular unit to the Head Start Center as long as there is no cost to the county. Commissioner 
David Lowman seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
  
18. Discussion and request to seek bids for GIS services by the Tax Assessor. Bill Rozier Chief Appraiser 

shared that he believes that we can get a better price on GIS services if we seek bids this year. 
Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to seek bids for GIS services. Commissioner Harold 
Rozier seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 

 
19. Discussion and request to seek bids for changing all county facility bathrooms to touchless through 

the ARPA Funds. Jason Rubenbauer, County Manager asked that we seek proposals for changing all 
county facility bathrooms to touchless through the ARPA funds. 

 
Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to seek proposals for changing all county bathroom 
facilities to touchless. Commissioner David Lowman seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion 
was approved. 
 
20. Discussion and request to approve Resolution 2021.10.05.03 to terminate the agreement between 

the Pierce County Sheriff, Pierce County Board of Commissioners and City of Blackshear for the 
detention of persons arrested for violation of municipal ordinances and other violations within the 
criminal jurisdictional venue of the recorders court. 

 

A RESOLUTION TERMINATING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PIERCE COUNTY SHERIFF, PIERCE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS AND THE CITY OF BALCKSHEAR FOR THE DETENTION OF PERSONS ARRESTED FOR VIOALTION OF 

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES AND OTHER VIOLATIONS WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JURISDICTIONAL VENUE OF THE RECORDERS 
COURT 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021.10.05.03 

WHEREAS, an Agreement was made and entered into on the 31st day of October, 2013, by and between the City of 
Blackshear, Georgia, a municipal corporation, and Pierce County, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia, by and 
through the Board of Commissioners of Pierce County, and approved by Ramsey Bennett in his capacity as the duly elected 
Sheriff of Pierce County, Georgia; and 
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WHEREAS, on September 28, 2020, the Sheriff tendered written notice to the City of Blackshear of his intent to terminate 
the aforementioned Agreement pursuant to paragraph 5 thereof, to be effective December 31, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Blackshear and the Sheriff of Pierce County, Georgia, have been unable to establish a new Agreement 
for the detention of persons charged with violation of municipal ordinances and other violations within the jurisdictional 
venue of the Recorders Court; and 

WHEREAS, state law prohibits the collection of additional penalties through O.C.G.A. §15-21-90 et seq., in any municipal 
court or other court operated by a municipality unless an intergovernmental contract exists; and 

WHEREAS, the Pierce County Board of Commissioners recognizes and supports the authority of the Sheriff to be the chief 
negotiator of such agreements, in accordance O.C.G.A. § 42-4-1, as the jailer of the County; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of Pierce County, Georgia, hereby approves the 
termination of aforementioned Agreement effective 12:59 P.M., December 31, 2020. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Manager, or his/her designee, shall request a detailed report of all payments 
received from the City of Blackshear for additional penalties charged and/or collected from January 1, 2021, through the 
current date and shall remit payment back to the City of Blackshear for such payments that have been proven or shown to 
have been made in error or in violation of O.C.G.A. §15-21-90 et seq. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall become effective when passed and adopted, and that all resolutions 
and parts of resolutions in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed. 

SO RESOLVED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Board of Commissioners of Pierce County, Georgia, this 5th day of 
October, 2021, nunc pro tunc to 01/01/2021. 

________________________    ________________________  
Neal Bennett, Chairman     Harold Rozier, Commissioner, District 1 
________________________    ________________________   
Mike Streat Commissioner, District 2   Randy Dixon Commissioner, District 3 
________________________       
David Lowman Commissioner, District 4       

Attest: ____________________    
Amy Hitt County Clerk   

  

Commissioner Harold Rozier made a motion to approve Resolution 2021.10.05.03 to terminate the 
agreement between the Pierce County Sheriff, Pierce County Board of Commissioners and City of 
Blackshear for the detention of persons arrested for violation of municipal ordinances and other 
violations within the criminal jurisdictional venue of the recorders court. Commissioner Randy Dixon 
seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 

 

21. Discussion and request to appoint Jason Rubenbauer, County Manager as the 2021 voting delegate 
for Pierce County during the ACCG Legislative Conference. 

 
Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to appoint Jason Rubenbauer, County Manager and the 
2021 Voting Delegate at the Legislative Conference. Commissioner Harold Rozier seconded the motion 
and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
 
22. Discussion and request to approve the ACCG Legislative priorities, in ranking order, as they pertain 

to Pierce County. 
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Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the legislative priorities in the order 
presented. Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
 
23. Discussion and request to seek bids for a new roof for 711 Hendry Street, the Senior Center 

building. 
 
Commissioner Mike Streat made a motion to seek bids for a new roof at 711 Hendry St. Commissioner 
Randy Dixon seconded the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
24. Discussion and request to seek bids for the reappraisal of all agricultural, commercial and 

residential property as requested by the Chief Appraiser and Board of Assessors. Bill Rozier Chief 
Appraiser stated that this was last done in 2012 so we need to get it done. This would be for the 
2023 Digest. 

 
Commissioner Harold Rozier made a motion to seek bids for reappraisal services for all commercial and 
residential property in the county. Commissioner David Lowman seconded the motion and all voted 
aye. Motion was approved. 
 
25. Discussion and request to seek bids for annual services of fire extinguishers and hood systems, pest 

control services and culvert pipe supplier. 
 
Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to seek bids for the annual services of fire extinguishers 
and hood systems, pest control services and culvert pipe supplier. Commissioner Mike Streat seconded 
the motion and all voted aye. Motion was approved. 
 

26.   Adjourn – Chairman Bennett adjourned the meeting at 7:18 PM. 


