
 
Pierce County Board of Commissioners 

November 4th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. 
705 College Ave. Blackshear, Ga. 31516 

 
Regular Meeting 

  
  

      Commissioners in attendance                                        Neal Bennett, Chairman  
                      Troy Mattox, District 1 
               David Lowman, District 4  
       Commissioners not in attendance            Graham Raley, District 2 
                    Randy Dixon, District 3 
       Staff in attendance                                    Raphel Maddox, County Manager 
                                                                                                                                  Donna Golding, County Clerk  
                    Adam Craft, County Attorney 
 

 
1. Call to Order-As Chairman Neal Bennett was calling the meeting to order at 6:00 

p.m. Amanda Patterson approached the board and handed out a folder to each 
commissioner.  Chairman Bennett told Ms.Patterson she would have to wait her turn 
to speak to please have a seat. 

 
2. Invocation Leader- Clay Gill, Waycross Primitive Baptist Church led the invocation. 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance Leader—Willie Roach led the pledge of allegiance. 

 
4. Any addition or deletion to November 4th, 2025, Agenda-There are no additions or 

deletions to the November 4, 2025, agenda. 
 

5. Approval of November 4th, 2025, Agenda-Commissioner Troy Mattox made a 
motion to approve the November 4th, 2025, agenda.  Commissioner David Lowman 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 



6. Approval of October 7, Regular Meeting and October 7th Public Hearing Minutes-
Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve October 7th, 2025, regular 
meeting and public hearing minutes. Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried. 

 
7. Public Comments 

a. Amanda Patterson-Discussion of Formally Announcing Testing the Waters 
“Exploratory Phases Under U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives, and 
the U.S. Presidency.  Also, Ordinances. -Ms. Patterson addressed the board 
stating her intent to be a part of the federally recognized exploratory phase 
for candidacy to the U.S. Presidency, Senate, and House of Representatives.   
Chairman Neal Bennett told Ms. Patterson that the county meeting wasn’t 
the place to announce any political aspirations.  Chairman Bennett told Ms. 
Patterson, she could move on to the next item in her request, ordinances.  
Ms. Patterson then proceeded to discuss traffic, alcohol, and disorderly 
conduct ordinances.  She stated that she had sent in the documentation and 
had provided it to the Board. Ms. Patterson stated once again that she is an 
exploratory contender for the U.S. Presidency, Senate, and House of 
Representatives.    Chairman Neal Bennett hit the gavel and said hold on, 
hold on a minute.  We are not going to talk about your political ambitions.  
You can talk on the county ordinance.  Chairman Bennett told Ms. Patterson 
he didn’t want to waste her time because she had only 5 minutes to speak.  
Ms. Patterson again stated she wanted to speak on several violations.  The 
disorderly conduct, the way that it is written is a complete violation.  
Chairman Bennett asked for the ordinance.  Ms. Patterson stated the way the 
ordinance is written is wrong. Chairman Bennett asked Ms. Patterson if the 
ordinance she presented is Pierce County and she said yes, it came off 
Pierce County website.  Chairman Bennett stated the ordinance presented is 
a state ordinance, he asked for the local ordinance.  Ms. Patterson went to 
claim discrepancies in the way the ordinance is enforced. Ms. Patterson 
stated that the county has been doing this wrongly since it was established in 
1991.  The county is in violation with the alcohol ordinance as well.  
Chairman Bennett asked Ms. Patterson for an example of what the county is 
doing wrong.  Ms. Patterson stated that you can go to Waycross and purchase 
alcohol on a Sunday.  Chairman Bennett told Ms. Patterson to stop right 
there, this is not Waycross.  Ms. Patterson stated the state laws says that you 
are allowed to sell it on a Sunday, but ya’ll say no. Chairman Bennett stated 
the county just doesn’t have an ordinance to sell alcohol on Sunday. Ms. 



Patterson said that it is mandatory that the county must go by what the state 
and federal regulations are. Commissioner Troy Mattox asked Ms. Patterson 
who she represents and if she has any political ambitions. Ms. Patterson 
stated she is representing the people of Pierce County, Blackshear Citizens, 
and American Blackshear Citizens. She stated that she is in her exploratory 
phase and is considering running for US Senate or US President. 
Commissioner Mattox thanked Ms. Patterson for answering his question. 

b. Ala Mae Myles-Discussion of Ala Mae Lane off Walkerville Road-Ms. Myles 
has attended the board meeting since 2019.  She has appeared before the 
board on multiple occasions asking the board to maintain 3654 Ala Mae 
Lane.  Commissioner Randy Dixon was not in favor of accepting any new 
roads.  Commissioner David Lowman stated in 2021 that the road should 
remain private.  At that time, Chairman Neal Bennett told Ms. Myles to get a 
petition signed from neighbors in that area and he would consider the road.  
Ms. Myles done this and the road was still not accepted.  Ms. Myles notice 
the sign colors were change from green to blue.  Green signs represent the 
roads are county.  Blue represents private roads.  Ms. Myles doesn’t 
understand why it changed.  Ms. Myles stated that other roads have been 
improved, and ditches have been dug that are longer than hers.  She wants to 
know why her road cannot be.  Piney Grove and Midwood Rd are currently 
being maintained.  Chairman asked if those roads are county.  Yes, they are.  
This is why they are being maintained.  At every meeting the pledge of 
allegiance said.  In it, it says justice for all.  Ms. Myles asked, “Where is the 
justice for all? 
 

8. Employee of the Month-Lee Bazemore Administrative Assistant to PC Road Dept. 
 

9. Discussion and action on Local Government Scrap Tire Abatement Reimbursement 
Program Agreement-Public Works Superintendent Bruce Carter explained how the 
process will work as far as being reimbursed and what the residents can expect.  Mr. 
Carter stated that he is full of tires for the round of this, but residents of Pierce 
County will be able to drop off tires during the second round.  The second-round 
date has not been set up yet.  Mr. Carter will announce the date when it is given to 
him.  The county will be reimbursed up to $75,000 for tires with this grant.  
Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the Local Government 
Scrap Tire Abatement Reimbursement Program.  Commissioner Troy Mattox 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 



10. Discussion and action to approve Ryland Environmental for services January 1, 
2026- December 31, 2030.-Mr. Richard Lee with Ryland Environmental Services 
spoke on behalf of Ryland.  Mr. Lee stated that there will be a payment increase 
starting in January 2026.  The current rate per garbage collection is 18.25 and will be 
$20.73 starting in January.  Garbage collection will go up $2.48.  If you have an 
additional cart, the current price is $11.00 per addition and will be $12.49 starting in 
January.  This is an increase of $1.49.   Mr. Lee stated that the recently added $2.00 
fee for paper will be taken off the bill and will if it is possible reimburse those who 
have paid it already.  Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the 5-
year contract with Ryland Environmental Services.  Commissioner Troy Mattox 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  

 
11. Action to approve a Resolution of Commissioners of Brantley, Ware, and Pierce 

Counties in discussion only of the study of a Perimeter Road. -County Manager 
Raphel Maddox spoke at the recent Tri County meeting involving Pierce, Brantley, 
and Ware counties.  Stating it was presented in the meeting of a possible perimeter 
road going through all three counties.  The big trucks and vehicle congestion are 
starting to cause problems with roadways.  The three counties met to integrate 
ideas of where a perimeter road should go to lessen the congestion, improve citizen 
benefits, and save on road maintenance.  This agreement if approved will include 
discussion of the perimeter road.  Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to 
approve the proposal to discuss with Brantley and Ware Counties the potential 
perimeter road.  Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried.  

 
12. Discussion and action to approve Holiday and Pay Schedule-Commissioner David 

Lowman made a motion to approve the 2026 Holiday and Pay Schedule.  
Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  

 
13. Discussion and action to approve Board of Commissioners 2026 Regular Monthly 

Meeting Schedule-Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to approve the 
2026 Regular Monthly Meeting schedule.  Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.  

 
14. Discussion and action to approve an increase in funding to the Waycross Judicial 

Circuit Public Defender’s Office-Chairman Neal Bennett stated that this is 
something that the county doesn’t have a choice in paying.  Commissioner David 
Lowman made a motion to approve the cost increase for personnel from 



$111,373.63 last year to $137,130.96 in 2026 and the approval of increase for 
operating cost from $12,996.27 to $13,559.21.  A total increase of $26,317.27 
annually.  Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

  
15. Discussion and action to approve a Resolution to Request Legislation to Provide for 

a Technology Fee to Be Charged by the Magistrate Court of Pierce County-Magistrate 
Judge Shelly Herndon asked the Board of Commissioners to approve the collection 
of a technology fee in the amount of $10.00 per each civil case.  Commissioner 
David Lowman made a motion to approve the $10.00 filing fee per civil case.  
Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
16. Discussion and action to add the Director of E911 Mrs. Debra Tanner as a member 

of the E911 Advisory Board-Commissioner David Lowman approved adding E911 
Director Debra Tanner as a member to the E911 Advisory Board.  Commissioner Troy 
Mattox seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
17. County Manager’s Report-County Manager Raphel Maddox spoke about the 

proposed 2026 budget. 
 

18.  Adjournment-Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.  
Commissioner Troy Mattox seconded the motion.  The motion carried.   

 
 
 
 
                   _____   
 Neal Bennett               Troy Mattox 
 Commission Chairman                                   Commissioner, District 1 
                       
 
Not In Attendance              Not In Attendance___________ 
Graham Raley                            Randy Dixon 
Commissioner, District 2                                 Commissioner, District 3 
 
 
                   _____     
 David Lowman              Donna Golding 
 Commissioner, District 4                               County Clerk  



 


