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Pierce County Board of Commissioners 
Public Hearing Minutes 

705 College Avenue, 2nd Floor, Blackshear, Ga. 31516  

Tuesday, March 5, 2024, 5.45 PM 

Commissioners in Attendance     Neal Bennett, Chairman 
         Harold Rozier, District 1 
                                                  Graham Raley, District 2 
         Randy Dixon, District 3 
         David Lowman, District 4      
      

Staff in Attendance      Adam Craft, County Attorney 
                                                               Raphel Maddox, County Manager 
        Donna Golding, County Clerk 
                                                               

1. Call to order-Chairman Neal Bennett called the meeting to order at 
5:45p.m. 

2. Request to rezone Parcels #034C-034, #034C-035, #034C-033, 
#034C-032, #034C-031, #034C-029, for a total of 4.68 acres on Ware 
Street and Myles Farm Road, Blackshear, from Agriculture/Forestry to 
Multi-Family to build duplexes. 

3. Discussion-Chairman Neal Bennett asked if anyone opposed to come 
forward and speak. 

a.  Jacqueline Wallace, address 5270 Myles Farm Rd. Blackshear, Ga. 
31516, phone number 912-449-4988, opposed the rezoning request.  
Stating that she doesn’t want this due to traffic, population, 
pollution, noise, taxes, and the taking away of crops.  Commissioner 
David Lowman was shown on a map where Jacqueline Wallace’s 
property lined up with the property in question.  Jacqueline Wallace 
turned in a petition to show that the community is opposed to the 
rezoning of this property. 

b. Frank Myles, 3036 Session Hill Lane, Blackshear Ga. 31516, phone 
number 229-507-3461, opposed the rezoning request.  Frank Myles 
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owns 60 acres of land on both sides of the property that is asking to 
be rezoned.  Frank Myles is concerned that having duplexes will 
interfere with the care of his farm animals and will make his lively 
hood difficult. 

c. Cynthia Eady, PO Box 696 Blackshear Ga. 31516, phone number 
229-894-0253, is opposed to this rezoning request.  Cynthia Eady is 
concerned that the population and traffic will affect bee pollination.  
Also, Cynthia Eady is worried about losing the memories she has 
from there. 

d. Edward McClendon, 3036 Session Hill Lane, Blackshear Ga. 31516, 
phone number 912-286-7415 opposes the request for rezoning.  
Edward McClendon is worried he will lose his crops and farm 
animals due to traffic congestion.   

e. Andrea Miles, no known address, or phone number, opposes the 
request to rezone.  Andrea Miles wants to keep it a family 
community, doesn’t want to bring in crime and outsiders. 

f. Glenn Newberry, no known address, or phone number, opposes the 
request to rezone.  Glenn Newberry owns land on both sides of the 
property asking to be rezoned and has concerns about traffic and 
pollution affecting his crops and roads. 

Discussion-Chairman Neal Bennett asked for those in favor of the rezone to come   
forward and speak. 

a. Attorney Dan Bennett, 825 Main St. Blackshear, Ga 31516, phone number 
912-449-9392.  Attorney Dan Bennett spoke on Dr. Brent Waters’ behalf 
requesting the rezone of this property.  Attorney Dan Bennett stated that Dr. 
Brent Waters wants these duplexes to have more affordable housing. The 
need for housing in our area is much needed.    

b. Clay Thomas, Crossway Realty, 302 Screven Ave. Waycross Ga. 31501, 
phone number 912-319-7104, stated that the need for housing for traveling 
nurses and doctors is in high demand.  Real estate is getting hard to come 
by.  There isn’t anywhere locally for traveling nurses and doctors to stay.  
He states this will help the community and the hospital.  Clay Thomas also 
said that the building of the duplexes will not hurt property taxes but will 
help.  If anything, it will help.       

Commissioner David Lowman asked how many duplexes are in the plans.  
Attorney Dan Bennett stated that there’s going to be 7 duplexes with a total of 14 
units.  Commissioner David Lowman also asked if it was possible to put a private 
drive coming off Ware St. stating this will help with some of the traffic problems 
that the community is concerned about. 
  

4. Adjourn-Chairman Neal Bennett adjourned Public Hearing at 6:13 p.m. 

            _____ 
 Neal Bennett        Harold Rozier 
 Commission Chairman                          Commissioner, District 1 
                       



3

__________________                    _____ 
 Graham Raley                  Randy Dixon 
 Commissioner, District 2                       Commissioner, District 3 

            _____   
 David Lowman       Donna Golding 
 Commissioner, District 4                       County Clerk  

  

 

Pierce County Board of Commissioners 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024, 6:00 PM            

Commissioners in Attendance     Neal Bennett, Chairman 
         Harold Rozier, District 1 

    Graham Raley, District 2 
         Randy Dixon, District 3 
         David Lowman, District 4      
      

  Staff in Attendance      Adam Craft, County Attorney 
                                                               Raphel Maddox, County Manager 
        Donna Golding, County Clerk 
                                                                                                                                                             
     

1. Call to Order-Chairman Neal Bennett called the Regular Meeting to order 
at 6:23 p.m. 

2. Invocation Leader-Evangelist Renae Sellers, The Upper Room Ministries 

3. Pledge of Allegiance-Airforce Senior Airman, Mat Boatright 

4. Additions or Deletions to the March 5, 2024, Regular Meeting Agenda 
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Chairman Neal Bennett asked if there was anything that needed to be 
added or deleted from the agenda.  Commissioner Graham Raley asked to 
amend #11 for a correction of contract effective date.  The date needs to be 
corrected from May 1, 2024, through April 30, 2025, to Jan. 1, 2024, 
through Dec. 31, 2024.  Commissioner Harold Rozier made a motion to 
accept.  Commissioner Randy Dixon seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried. 

5. Approval of March 5, 2024, Regular Meeting Agenda 

Chairman Neal Bennett asked for a motion to approve the March 5, 2024, 
Regular   Meeting Agenda. Commissioner Randy Dixon made the motion 
to approve the agenda.  Commissioner David Lowman seconded the 
motion.  The motion was carried. 

6. Approval of Feb. 6, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Neal Bennett asked for a motion to approve the Feb. 6, 2024, 
Regular Meeting Minutes.  Commissioner Randy Dixon made a motion to 
approve.  Commissioner Graham Raley seconded.  The motion carried. 

7. Recognition of the 8U Girls Class C Basketball District winners 

Recreation Department Director, Maureen Brown introduced the team to 
the board and community with a speech to follow. 

8.  County Employee of the Month 

 Chairman Neal Bennett asked Commissioner Harold Rozier to give the   
announcement for the County Employee of the Month.  Commissioner 
Harold Rozier introduced Jacob Dixon from the Road Department as the 
County Employee of the Month.   
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9.  Request to rezone Parcels #034C-034, #034C-035, #034C-033, 
#034C-032, #034C-031, #034C-029, for a total of 4.68 acres on Ware 
Street and Myles Farm Road, Blackshear, from Agriculture/Forestry to 
Multi-Family to build duplexes. 
Chairman Neal Bennett asked for a motion to rezone parcels #034C-034, 
#034C-035, #034C-033, #034C-032, #034C-031, #034C-029, for a total of 
4.68 acres on Ware Street and Myles Farm Road, Blackshear, from 
Agriculture/Forestry to Multi-Family to build duplexes. 
Commissioner Randy Dixon asked Attorney Dan Bennett if the duplexes 
can have private access from Ware St. to minimize traffic down Myles 
Farm Road.  Attorney Dan Bennett said that shouldn’t be an issue.   
Commissioner Harold Rozier made a motion to approve.  Commissioner 
David Lowman seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 



6

 



7

 



8

 



9

 



10

 



11

 



12

 



13

 



14

 



15

 



16

 



17

 



18

 



19

 



20

 



21

 

10.  Request from Fire Chief Santo Nino for county purchase of property 
5955-A Owens Rd. Patterson, Ga. 31557, Parcel #069-031 to build an 
Otter Creek Fire Station in the future.  Total of 2.77 acres. 

Fire Chief Santo Nino stated that the community is growing and with the 
community growing the Fire Station needs to grow.  Fire Chief Santo Nino 
states that at the current location, the station cannot make improvements.  
If the county were to purchase this property it would have many 
advantages, landing pad for helicopters, mass casualty point, and has three 
road access.  Chairman Neal Bennett stated it was in the perfect location.  
The agreed purchase amount for this property is $10,000.  Chairman Neal 
Bennett asked for a motion to purchase this property for a future fire 
house.  Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to accept.  Randy 
Dixon seconded the motion.  The motion was carried. 
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11. Discussion and possible action to continue with Engineer of Record for 
Jan. 1, 2024, through Dec. 31, 2024 

Chairman Neal Bennett asked for a motion to continue with Engineer of 
Record for the term of Jan. 1, 2024, through Dec. 21, 2024.  
Commissioner David Lowman made a motion to keep Engineer of 
Record.  Commissioner Graham Raley seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried. 

12. County Manager’s Report and Financials 

County Manager Raphel Maddox spoke and said how proud he is of the 
county.  Everyone is working diligently to provide fast and safe service for 
the community.  
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13. Adjournment 

Chairman Neal Bennett adjourned meeting at 7:04 p.m. 

            _____ 
 Neal Bennett        Harold Rozier 
 Commission Chairman                          Commissioner, District 1 
                       

__________________                    _____ 
 Graham Raley                  Randy Dixon 
 Commissioner, District 2                       Commissioner, District 3 

            _____   
 David Lowman       Donna Golding 
 Commissioner, District 4                       County Clerk  

   
            


